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 Scholarship Winners  

 Announced  
The winter 2008 scholarship winners are  

Michel Robare and Eric Goethe (not pictured).  

 

Michael is the son of 

Cindy Robare (COPS). He 

is a sophomore in the 4 -

year construction manage-

ment program. (3372)  

Michael plans buy books 

and pay for gas to drive 

from home to school and 

back. 

 

Human Resources submits seniority lists to 

the President of Local 1950 WITH SALARIES 

because THIS IS PUBLIC INFORMATION! 

The seniority lists should be passed on the 

membership intact.  

    We are not in completion with one another. 

Donõt look at wages with bitterness or smug-

ness towards your co -workers, but with anger 

toward the administration for continuing to 

treat us with such indignity. Look at our 

wages and be insulted for all your brothers 

and sisters whose knowledge, hard work, and 

longevity earn no respect. Rise above small 

and petty grievances and start pulling to-

gether, should to shoulder!  

  Weõre either in this together in solidarity or 

not. Itõs up to you. 
   òA popular Government without popular information 

or the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce 

or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever 

govern ignorance, and a people who mean to be their 

own Governors, must arm themselves with the power 

knowledge gives.ó   --James Madison  

Wages:  To post or not to 

post         By Dawn (D.W.) Wilder,  

                                                            Local 1950 Member  

 

Labor union : òAn organization of workers formed 

for the purpose of advancing its membersõ inter-

ests in respect to wages, benefits, and working 

condition.ó Solidarity : òUnity (as of a group or 

class) that produces or is based on community of 

interests, objectives, and standards.ó 

 

The members of UAW Local 1950 voted at the 

April 2, 2008 meeting to not allow their wages 

to be posted on our secured Web Site, and I 

am at my witõs end trying to understand why! 

Donõt we belong to a labor union and arenõt 

we brothers and sisters who are supposed to 

be working together in solidarity for the bene-

fit of all? Doesnõt this mean we should have 

access to each memberõs position information 

to make sure things are kept fair and equita-

ble? Shouldnõt we be willing even eager, to 

share any information that could potentially 

help us?  Why did you vote to force members 

to go to the library to look up what is public 

information? For years weõve been complain-

ing about the secretive procedures of admini-

stration and Human Resources, and now our 

own members are playing the same game.  

    The highest paid person in our union is 

making a little over $20 an hour.  Think 

about it folks. This is NOT a lot of money for 

almost 40 years of service. Our lowest paid 

person is making $8.81 an hour after 1 year of 

service. This is simply ludicrous and some-

thing needs to be done!  

Cindy and Michael Robare 

We have the tools for the first time in history of civiliza-

tion to conquer poverty and human insecurity. All we 

have to do is use those tools. That is the great job. 

Walter P. Reuther   November 9, 1947 
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CONGRATULATIONS  

 
Bernadette Norden, Student Activities, also re-

ceived the Excellence in Service Award at the 

Recognition Banquet, April 16. 
 

Our TOP grads this spring - 
 

Cheryl Lajoye - Master of Arts 

in Public Administration; 

Jeannie WratschkoðMaster 

of Arts in Education; Mindy 

Nannestad - Associate of Ap-

plied Science Degree. 
 

 

2008-2011 Officers 

 

  President - Sue Tollefson 

  Vice President -   Michelle Kimball 

  Secretary -   Andrea Wrubel 

  Treasurer - Rita Leppanen 

  Sergeant at Arms -  Andrea Jordon 

  Guide -  

  Trustees - Angie McCabe, Joann Jordon, and Linda 

      Greenberg 

  Bargaining Team - Grace Albert, Ray Liubakka, Tracy  

       VanAbel 

 

District Representatives 

  Chief Steward - Grace Albert 

 

  District 1 - Terry Williams: Alternate, Angie McCabe -  

    Cohodas, UC,  A&D, and Gries 

 

  District 2 - Ray Liubakka - Services Building,  

     Jacobetti Center, PEIF, Superior Dome, and  

     Berry Events Center 

 

  District 3 - Vacant - West Science,   Learning  

     Resources, Magers, New Science  Facility, and Whitman 

 

  District 4 - Kimber Olli - McClintock, Thomas Fine Arts,  

     and Hedgcock 

 

You can get a free credit report once a year from 
each of the three credit reporting agencies 

(Experian, Equifax, or Transunion) by calling  

1-877-322-8223, or by visiting 

www.annualcreditreport.com. To get your credit 
score, unfortunately, there is a charge. 

 

Source: National Endowment for Financial Education 

www.nefe.org; Seattle Metropolitan Credit Union 

Dial has a new liquid soap on the market. Itôs called 

colorclean with timer beads. (7653) When you wash 

your hands, the lather color changes to blue or green 

when your hands are clean. Sounds like a great idea 

for  children. At this time itôs pretty costly, about $3 
for 9.375 oz., but might be worth it.                

Pz 

 

Since Bounce is designed to help eliminate 

static cling, wipe your TV/computer screen 
and Venetian blinds with a used sheet of 

New Officers 
 
   Election nominations were made at the April 2 meet-

ings. Several positions were decided by acclamation, as 
there was only one candidate. The president was elected 

later. 

    President: Sue Tollefson 

Vice President  - Michelle Kimball 

SecretaryðAndrea Wrubel 

TreasurerðRita Leppanen 

Sergeant at ArmsðAndrea Jordon 

GuideðKris Johnson 

TrusteesðJoann Jordon, Angela McCabe, Linda  

  Greenberg 

Bargaining Team (previously elected) - Grace Albert,  

   Ray Liubakka, Tracy VanAbel 
Stewards remained the same except there is a  

   vacancy in District 3. 
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Take A Break Winners  

January through March:   

Keith Greising, (Library); Kristine Johnson 

(Admissions); Terri Williams (A&D); Melinda  

Nelson (Registrar); Julie Downs (School of Busi-
ness); Rhonda Peterson  (Dean of Students); Lori 

Rintala (English); Cindi Carlson (Financial Aid); 

Marilyn Libick (Financial Services); Julie Djupe 

(Rec Sports); Angela Maki (International Affairs);  

Matthew Herbig (LRC); 

Terri Lorens (NMU  

Foundation) 

 

April 7 through May 5.  

Kristi Harvala (Physics); Patti Rizzio 

(Transportation);  
Jean Schultz (Purchasing); Linda Greenberg (Student 

Services; Diana Waters (Financial Services) 

 

THANK YOU  

Dearest UAW Local 1950 E-
Board Members/Membership: 
 
Thank you so much for allow-

ing me to attend the recent  
Michigan Labor Press Confer-
ence. I was able to participate 
in four classes which will 
make my transition to editor of 
the Flame a smooth one. 
  Thanks again. 
 Terri Williams 

 
 
Dear President Tollefson: 
 
I would like to thank you for your contribution to Northern 
Michigan Universityôs 2008 Wildcat Health Fair. We estimate 
that over 400 students, faculty and staff attended, which ex-
ceeded our expected goal for this year. You generous contribu-

tion was a large factor in the high participation the Health Fair 
received. 
 
Once again, thank you so much for your generous donation to 
the 2008 Wildcat Wellness Health Fair. 
 
Sincerely,  
Barb Coleman 

Health Fair Coordinate 
 
 

Congratulations to Sue on her victory as our union Presi-

dent and thank you to all those who showed support for 
me.  Have a wonderful day!  J 
    Muriel Kangas  

To All UAW Local 1950 Member:  

 

Thank you for your support on my re -election as 

President.  I will continue to work hard for you 

over the next three years.  

 

Thanks also to Muriel for her interest in serving 

the local and all the members who stepped up in 

the recent elections to the bargaining committee 

and executive board.  

 

Sue 
 

Dear Local Brothers & Sisters - 

  Thank you for the gorgeous card & kind thoughts 
during the loss of my father. We appreciate all the 

acts of kindness everyone has shown. 

   Fondly, 
   Kathy Solka 

 

 

Dear Members of Local 1950, 
  Thank you so much for your generous gift. Your 

kindness and thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. 

  May you all enjoy a happy and rewarding career at 
N.M.U. 

   Best Wishes and 

   Thanks Again 
    Lynne Sundblad 
 

I  
n a commencement address at Radcliffe 

College, Adlai Stevenson said: ñIn  

previous appearances at womenôs col-

leges, my solemn remarks were addressed to 

women specificallyðabout the place of edu-

cated women in our society; about bringing 

up children in a neurotic world; about the 

conflict between the office desk and the 

kitchen sink. 

  ñAfter listening to my highly instructive 

addresses, I came to the enlightened conclu-

sion that women would not be truly emanci-

pated until commencement speakers ignored 

the fact that they were women.ò 
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The views and opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Officers of Local 1950, but are those of the individual 

writers. Articles of interest submitted by Local 1950 members will be printed as space provides; however, they must bear the name of the writers. All 

articles are subject to review and editing as necessary and are subject to the approval of the Editor, the Local President, and the Officers of Local 1950. 

 

Each issue of the Flame contains 5, 4-digit numbers of the memberôs choosing. If you see your number, call Rita Leppanen @ ext. 2495. She will issue a 

$5 check to you. Lara Clifton-Rice, Sue LaForais, Lori Pelkola, Marie Coursey, and Melinda Carlson were our April winners. 

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?         Matthew 6:28 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin, 

D-Mich., and senior Committee Member John Warner, R-

Va., today asked the Government Accountability Office 

(GAO) to review Iraqi oil revenues and determine how 

much money the Iraqi government has contributed to se-
curity and reconstruction efforts in the country. The sena-

tors voice concern that the Iraqi government has tremen-

dous resources sitting in banks around the world while not 

doing nearly enough to improve the quality of life of Iraqi 

citizens. 

   The full text of Levin and Warnerôs letter to the GAO 

follows: 

The Honorable David M. Walker 

Comptroller General of the United States 

441 G. Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20548 

 
Dear Mr. Walker:  

    Nearly five years ago, on March 27, 2003, then Deputy 

Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, in testimony before 

the Defense Subcommittee of the House Appropriations 

Committee, was asked whom he expected would pay for 

the rebuilding of Iraq. He answered that ñthereôs a lot of 

money to pay for this. It doesnôt have to be U.S. taxpayer 

money. And it starts with the assets of the Iraqi people é

the oil revenues of that county could bring between 50 and 

100 billion dollars over the course of the next two or three 

yearsé. We are dealing with a country that can really 
finance its own reconstruction and relatively soon.ò 

   In fact, we believe that it has been overwhelmingly U.S. 

taxpayer money that has funded Iraq reconstruction over 

the last five years, despite Iraq earning billions of dollars 

in oil revenue over that time period that have ended up in 

non-Iraqi banks. At the same time, our conversations with 

both Iraqis and Americans during our frequent visits to 

Iraq, as well as official government and unofficial media 

reports, have convinced us that the Iraqi Government is 

not  the quality of life of its citizens. 

 

   According to the U.S. Department of Stateôs Iraq 

Weekly Status Report for February 27, 2008, the Iraq Oil 

Ministry goal for 2008 is to produce 2.2 million barrels 

per day (MBPD). To date through the 24th of February, 

the 2008 weekly averages have ranged from a low of 2.1 
MBPD to a high of 2.51 MBPD, missing that goal for one 

week only. Exports are over 1.9 MBPD, with revenues 

estimated at $41.0 billion in 2007 and $9.4 billion in 2008 

year to date. 

   Extrapolating the $9.4 billion of oil revenues for the first 

two months of 2008 yields an estimate of $56.4 billion for 

all of 2008. And that figure will probably be low given the 

predictions for oil prices to continue to rise over the com-

ing year. In essence, we believe that Iraq will accrue at 

least $100.0 billion in oil revenues in 2007 and 2008. 

   We request you look into this matter and provide an-

swers to the following questions: 

What are the estimated Iraqi oil revenues each year 

from 2003-2007? (2079) 

How much has Iraq and the United States, respec-

tively, spent annually during that time period on training, 

equipping and supporting Iraqi security forces, and on Iraq 

reconstruction, governance, and economic development? 

What are the projections for oil revenue and spending 

for 2008? 

What is the estimate of the total Iraqi oil revenue that 

has accumulated unspent from 2003-2007, and the ex-

pected estimate at the end of 2008? 

How much money does the Iraqi Government have 

deposited, in which banks, and in what countries? 
   Why has the Iraqi Government not spent more of its oil 

revenue on reconstruction, economic development and 

providing essential services for the Iraqi people? 
Your assistance in this matter would be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

 
Carl Levin, Chairman 

John Warner, Member  

Levin, Warner Ask GAO to Review Iraqi Oil Revenues and  

Reconstruction Funding: 03/07/08 
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          MAY 2008  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

4  Kent State anti-

war riot ï1970 

5 

 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 

 

12 13 14 15 16 

 

17 

18 19 20  Flower Day 21 22 23 Shavuot & 

World Turtle Day  
24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Warm  

weather  

at last! 

31 

Birthstone ñ Emerald  

Birth flower ñ Lily of the Valley   

                  and Hawthorn  

May  bird ñ Nightingale  

    National  

    Hogie Day

   Motherôs 

Day 

      World Fair 

Trade Day 

Clean up our 

room day 

  VE DayðEnd 

of WWIIð1945 

   Armed 

Forces Day  
US Supreme Court 

outlawed school 

segregration-1954 

 

   Bike to work 

day 

    Memorial 

Day 
 

     Escargot Day 

   Indy 500 

   Dodge Revolu-

tionary Union 

Movement 

strikeð1968 

Happy Motherôs Day 

 
God made a wonderful mother,  

A mother who never grows old; 

He made her smile of sunshine 

And He molded her heart of pure gold. 

In her eyes He place bright shining stars 

In her cheeks, fair roses you see. 

God made a wonderful mother 

And He gave that dear mother to me. 
     Pat OôReilly 

 
                                            This is one of my favorite poemsé Pz 

     First ice 

freezer pat-

entedð1948 

Poor Peopleôs 

campaign in 

DCð1968 

  1st Interna-

tional workers 

Dayð1886 

Mother Jonesô 

birthday 

 

     
Socialist Party 

nominates 

Eugene Debs for 

U.S. President ï

1920 

 

 

   (3612) 

  Spring 

  luncheon 

   Jumping 
frog day 


