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The deadline to apply for a UAW Local 1950 
Scholarship for the fall 2008 semester is Tuesday, 
April 15, 2008.  For more information and forms, 
please go to our Website at http://
uaw1950.nmu.edu/scholarships.htm.   
Let me know if you have any questions. 

Dawn L. Wilder, M & CS 

Northern Michigan University Clerical/Technical Union Local 1950                                           April 2008                               
 http://uaw1950.nmu.edu/                                  The membership is the highest authority of Local 1950 
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The Government is Wasting Your 

Tax Dollars          (Part 2) 
By Ryan Grim with Joseph K. Vetter   

Readers Digest January, 2008 

 

The Tab 

Wasteful Health Spending: 

$60 billion (fraud, waste, overpayments) +$100 billion 

(modest 15 percent cost reduction) + $15 billion (closing 

the 12 percent loophole) + $10 billion (unnecessary Medi-

care administrative and drug costs) 

Total $185 billion 

Running Tab: $325.5 billion + $185 billion = $537.5  

Billion (note that all of these are Bs not Msðed.) 

Running Up Tabs 

3. Military Mad Money. Youôd think it would be hard to 

simply lose massive amounts of money, but given the lack 

of transparency and accountability, itôs no wonder that 

eight of the Department of Defenseôs functions, including 

weapons procurement, have been deemed high risk by the 

G.A.O. That means thereôs a high probability that 

moneyðòtens of billions,ò according to Walkerðwill go 

missing or be otherwise wasted. 

   The DOD routinely hands out no-bid and cost-plus con-

tracts, under which contractors get reimbursed for their 

costs plus a certain percentage of the contract figure. Such 

deals don't help hold down spending in the annual military 

budget of about $500 billion. That sum is roughly equal to 

the combined defense spending of the rest of the worldôs 

counties. Itôs also comparable, adjusted for inflation, with 

our largest Cold War-era defense budget. (0920) Maybe 

thatôs why billions of dollars are still being spent on high-

cost weapons designed to counter Cold-War era threats, 

even though todayôs enemy is armed with cell ones and 

IEDs. (And that $500 billion doesn'tô include the billions 

to be spent this year in Iraq and Afghanistan. Those funds 

demand scrutiny, too, according to Sen. Amy Klobucha,  

D-MN, who says, ñOne in six federal tax dollars sent to 

rebuild Iraq has been wasted.ò) 

   Meanwhile, the Pentagon admits it simply canôt account 

for more than $1 trillion. Little wonder, since the DOD 

hasnôt been fully audited in years. Hoping to change that, 

Brian Riedl of the Heritage Foundation is pushing Con-

gress to audit provisions to the next defense budget. 

Stimulus Payment Schedule for Tax 

Returns Processed by April 15 
Economic stimulus payments will be issued accord-

ing to the last two-digits of the main filerôs Social 

Security number. People who use direct deposit also 

will be amount the first to receive the payments start-

ing May 2. Paper checks will be put in the mail start-

ing May 16. 
Direct Deposit 

Paper checks  

Last two SSN digits Payment will be transmitted 

00 through 20 May 2 

21 through 75 May 9 

76 through 99 May 16 

Last tow SSN digits Payment will be mailed by: 

00 through 09 May 16 

10 through 18 May 23 

19 through 25 May 30 

26 through 38 June 6 

39 through 51 June 13 

52 through 63 June 20 

64 through 75 June 27 

76 through 87 July 4 

88 through 99 July 11 
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