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Not a Spectator Sport 
   Unions are far more than a kind of employment insur-

ance policy for working people. Plenty of union members 

and union officials have learned the hard way that when 

workers come to think of their union as a business that 

provides service rather than a group of people banding 

together to fight for common interests, the union quickly 

loses the clout and credibility needed to defend and ad-

vance the membersô interests. 

   When an employer looks and sees only a small handful 

of paid union staff or elected union leaders, and no one 

standing behind them, pretty soon the employer starts 

thinking that ñthe unionò isnôt really much to contend 

with. And the truth is, thatôs right. 

 
Adapted from The Union Members Complete Guide, by Michael Mauer 

Not the most important part of 

Easter but good information.  
  

Easter this year is Sunday, 

March 23, 2008  

   As you may know, Easter 

is always the 1 st Sunday af-

ter the 1 st full moon after 

the Spring Equinox, which 

this year is March 20.  

   This dating of Easter is 

based on the lunar calendar 

that Hebrew people used to identify Passover, 

which is why it moves around on our Roman cal-

endar. Here are a couple things that might inter-

est you. 

  Based on the above, Easter can actually be one 

day earlier, March 22, but that is pretty rare.  

This year is the earliest Easter any of us will ever 

see the rest of our lives. (9972) Only the most eld-

erly of our population have ever seen it this early. 

None of us have ever, nor will ever, see it a day 

earlier.  

 

 

(cont. page 4) 

The Government is Wasting Your 

Tax Dollars          (Part 1) 
By Ryan Grim with Joseph K. Vetter   

Readers Digest January, 2008 

 

Almost a decade ago, the federal government dropped 

$100 million for an Earth-monitoring satellite that never 

made it into space. Today it sits in a closet in Maryland. 

Cost to taxpayers for storing it, $1 million a year. And 

thatôs just what is hiding in one closet. Who knows whatôs 

in the rest of them. Readerôs Digest decided to find out. 

   Because we think the government should be held to at 

least the same standard as a publicly traded company, and 

because as taxpayers, weôre Americanôs shareholders, we 

preformed an audit of sorts of the federal books. Weôre 

not economists, but we do have common sense. We tried 

to be apolitical and got help from Congressional staffers 

from both parties, as well as various watchdog groups and 

agencies. In the end, we found that the federal government 

wastes nearly $1 trillion every year. 

   Thatôs roughly equal to the amount collected annually 

by the IRS in personal income taxes. Put another way, itôs 

also equal to about one-third of the countryôs $2.9 trillion 

total annual budget. Reclaiming that lost trillion could 

help wipe out the countryôs annual budget deficit, improve 

education, and provide health insurance for those don'tô 

have it. 

   So how do you define ñwasteò? David Walker of the 

Government Accountability Office (GAO), a federal 

watchdog agency, calls it ñthe governmentôs failure to 

give tax payers the most for their money.ò For our part, 

we used the kind of household test you would use on a 

piece of meat sitting in your refrigerator: If it smells rot-

ten, itôs waste. And there is plenty to sniff out. Our gov-

ernment regularly pays for products and services it never 

gets, widely overpays companies to do things it could do 

more cheaply itself, loses money outright due to lax  

accounting and oversight, fails to collect what itôs owed, 

and antes up for unnecessary programs. 

HOW DOES IT HAPPEN? 

   How exactly does the federal government fritter away 

your hard-earned tax dollars? Weôve identified what we 

consider ten of the worst ways. Now, weôre not naµve. We 

know that not everyone will agree on every ripoff weôve 
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American Association of  

University Women 
 

Just in case you didnôt realize it, we are University 

Women!  Are you aware that any Member of UAW Local 

1950 can be a member of the American Association of  

University Women (AAUW) if they have an associateôs  

degree or better?  

 

The AAUWôs mission is, ñAdvancing Equity for Women  

and Girls through Advocacy, Education, and Research.ò 

 

Read more about the association at the Marquette Local 

Branch Website: 

http://www.aauwmi.org/localbranches/marquette/

marquette.htm 

 

or at their State Website     http://www.aauwmi.org/ 

 

Should you have any questions, please contact 

Jeannie Wratschko at jwratsch@nmu.edu . 
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Membership meetings  
 

March 5, 2008  - Michigan Room 

April 2, 2008 - Michigan Room 

May 7, 2008  - Explorer Rooms 

 

   Executive Board meetings 
 March 25, 2008  -  TBA 

 April 29, 2008  -  TBA 

 

2006-2007 Officers 

 

  President - Sue Tollefson 

  Vice President - Dawn Wilder 

  Secretary - Michelle Kimball 

  Treasurer - Rita Leppanen 
  Sergeant at Arms - Phyllis Zaenglein 

  Guide - Karen Smith 

  Trustees - Angie McCabe, Joann Jordon, and Rhonda 
     Peterson 

  Bargaining Team - Grace Albert, Gary Jerry, Jeff  

     Roo, and Pat Woods 

 

District Representatives 

  Chief Steward - Grace Albert 
 

  District 1 - Terry Williams: Alternate, Angie McCabe -  

    Cohodas, UC,  A&D, and Gries 
 

  District 2 - Ray Liubakka - Services Building,  

     Jacobetti Center, PEIF, Superior Dome, and  
     Berry Events Center 

 

  District 3 - Dawn Wilder - West Science,   Learning  
     Resources, Magers, New Science  Facility, and Whitman 

 
  District 4 - Kimber Olli - McClintock, Thomas Fine Arts,  

     and Hedgcock 

THANK YOU  
 

Dear UAW Local 1950, 

 

Thank you so much for your recent donations!  Health 

and beauty supplies are always so useful here at the 

Harbor House. 

 

Your thoughtfulness and generosity are truly appreci-

ated. 

   Sincerely, 

   The Harbor House 

 

NMU Local 1950, 
 
  Thank you for your condolences. The loss of my 
mother has been extremely difficult. 
 
     Sincerely, 
   Gina OôDonnell 

Character is doing the right thing 
when no one is looking. 

J. T. Wright 

http://www.aauwmi.org/localbranches/marquette/marquette.htm
http://www.aauwmi.org/localbranches/marquette/marquette.htm
http://www.aauwmi.org/
mailto:jwratsch@nmu.edu
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EMPLOYMENT CHANGES  
 

Position Hours Increase  

   Matthew Herbig 's job increased from 10 to 

11-month status effective January 27, 2008.  

 

Retirement  

     Cynthia Schwartz will retire effective 

5/1/2008. 

 

Replacements  

   Melinda Nelson transferred to the  

9-month Account Clerk III 4C position in the 

Bookstore effective February 18, 2008.  

 

             FOR SALE 

Charming 2 bedroom cottage near NMU 

and MGH. Large kitchen, porch/dining 

room. New roof and exterior doors. Highly 

efficient gas furnace and gas water 

heater. Finished full basement with bea-

ver board system. Outstanding perennial 

garden. $109,000.  Contact Cindy 

Schwartz at cschwart@nmu.edu or 228 -

8003. 
 
 
 

                  BassTender Fishing Boat  

10õ2ó in length, 16 Ĳó deep, 165 lbs.             

Fits easily into the back of pickup truck  

Aerated live well, navigation lights, rod 

holders, two seats.   Also comes with elec-

tric Minn Kota Trolling Motor.   $700 takes 

all.  

Call Pat Wooldridge at 346-3792 and 

leave message. 

   

Test your knowledge of 

the U.S. flag, history, 

government, and rights. 

Take this Citizenship 

Quiz at   

 

http:// content.gannettonline.com/gns/

citizenship/citizenshiptrivia.html  
Thanks to Christie Parsley, SSS  

 

   My sympathies to NMU's UAW 

membership following the death of 

Douglas Fraser (former President of the 

UAW)  this past week.  

   It was my privilege to talk with Mr. 

Fraser on a number of occasions  

during my graduate studies at Wayne 

State University and various  

professional events in the Detroit 

area.  Those conversations contrib-

uted to my understanding of the role 

unions have played in creating a 

strong middle class, and strong 

America, and I would like to think 

that has helped me work effectively 

through union partnerships through-

out my professional career.  

   Great leaders make an incredible 

impact, which cascades far beyond 

those they personally touch.  It is not 

only the UAW which has lost an in-

credible leader and individual.  

 

Sincerely,  

Ann M. Sherman  

Director of Human Resources  

An older gentleman was talking to his young 

neighbors. He said, ñWhen you get to by my age, 

you spend a lot of time thinking about the hereaf-

ter.ò 

 

Why do you say that?ò inquired the neighbor. 

 

ñWell, I often find myself going into a room and 

thinking ówhat did I can in here after?ôò                                                                                    
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The views and opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Officers of Local 1950, but are those of the individual 
writers. Articles of interest submitted by Local 1950 members will be printed as space provides; however, they must bear the name of the writers. All 

articles are subject to review and editing as necessary and are subject to the approval of the Editor, the Local President, and the Officers of Local 1950. 

 
Each issue of the Flame contains 5, 4-digit numbers of the memberôs choosing. If you see your number, call Rita Leppanen @ ext. 2495. She will issue a 

$5 check to you. Margaret Schwalm, Jana Nichols, Sheri Trotochaud, Kay Mandersheild, Gina OôDonnell, and Linda Sides were our February winners. 

Dear Ms. Wilder: 

 

   As you may know, Congress is currently working on 

a stimulus package to give our economy a much-

needed boost. Michigan needs this boost right now, and 

I am urging Congress and the President to act quickly 

on a bipartisan basis to pass this legislation.  

   Although specific details of the stimulus package are 

still being negotiated, it is expected to include some 

form of tax rebate designed to put money in the hands 

of consumers who will spend it and fuel growth and 

jobs. Last week, House leadership and the president 

came to a tentative agreement on a stimulus package. 

That proposal is a good starting point; however, I hope 

the final package does more to help those who are par-

ticularly struggling, including seniors and those who 

have lost their jobs. 

    While I fully support a stimulus package to address 

our short-term economic concerns, I believe it is even 

more critical, particularly to Michigan, that Congress 

take additional action to address our long-term eco-

nomic challenges. This includes support to bolster 

American manufacturing by targeting federal spending 

on infrastructure, advanced technology and redevelop-

ment projects that will create jobs. If you would like to 

read more about my plan to stimulate Michiganôs econ-

omy, please click on the following link: [http://

www.levin.senate.gov/newsroom/release.cfm?

id=291251]. 

 

Sincerely, Carl Levin 

Dear Brothers & Sisters, 
  

As you probably are aware, Senator Carl Levin is up 
for re-election this year. He has been a stalwart ally 
to the labor movement. He's stood with us on many 
important issues including trade, the economic 
stimulus package, and bringing sanity to our Iraq 
policy. 
   Now Senator Levin needs our help to get his name 
on the ballot next November. 
   To qualify, he has to collect a minimum of 15,000 
and a maximum of 30,000 signatures from Michigan 
voters across the state. In the past, he's always 
aimed for the higher number as an early demonstra-
tion of a groundswell of support, and he wants to do 
that again this year. It's a big job, and that's why he's 
starting now. 
   You can become a key part of Senator Levin's 
campaign by signing one of his official Nominating 
Petitions. If every Michigander who receives this 
message mails in their petition with just one signa-
ture, he'd have all the names he needs: 
http://www.democratsenators.org/o/10/t/153/
signUp.jsp?key=1172  
    Feel free to also ask a few family members, 
neighbors, friends or coworkers to sign your petition 
as well. You'll find that completing a sheet or two 
doesn't have to take a lot of work. (9049) It's grass-
roots at its best. 
Remember, every signature counts. You can just 
sign your petition and mail it back to him, or you can 
organize a petition drive in your neighborhood:    
 http://www.democratsenators.org/o/10/t/153/
signUp.jsp?key=1172  
I hope everyone will join in this effort. 
In Solidarity, 
Mark Gaffney, President 

Adminisphere:  The rarefied organizational layers be-

ginning just above the rank and file.  Decisions that fall 

from the adminisphere are often profoundly inappropri-

ate or irrelevant to the problems they were designed to 

solve. 

Thanks to Ronnie Varney, Communications & Mktg 

Wasting Our Tax Dollars (cont.) 

flagged. And we know that even with excellent discipline 

and management, itôs unlikely we could recover more than 

half of this waste. But hey, itôs a start. 

1. Taxes: Cheating Shows. The IRS estimates that the 

annual net tax gapðthe difference between whatôs 

owed and whatôs collectedï is $280 billion, more than 

double the average yearly sum spent on the wars in 

Iraq and Afghanistan. 

       About $59 billion of that figure results from the un-

derreporting and under payment of employment taxes. 

Our broken system of immigration is another concern, 

(cont. p. 7) 

http://www.levin.senate.gov/newsroom/release.cfm?id=291251
http://www.levin.senate.gov/newsroom/release.cfm?id=291251
http://www.levin.senate.gov/newsroom/release.cfm?id=291251
http://www.democratsenators.org/o/10/t/153/signUp.jsp?key=1172
http://www.democratsenators.org/o/10/t/153/signUp.jsp?key=1172
http://www.democratsenators.org/o/10/t/153/signUp.jsp?key=1172
http://www.democratsenators.org/o/10/t/153/signUp.jsp?key=1172
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Senior Citizenôs Corner 

Senate Hearing Focuses on Future of  
Social Security and Medicare  
    The Senior Citizens League (TSCL) Monitoring 

Proposals for Entitlement Commission  

The Senate recently held a hearing that could 

eventually affect the retirement and Medicare 

benefits of tens of millions of seniors.   The U.S. 

Comptroller General and others testified on legis-

lation that would establish a bipartisan commis-

sion to address the long -term financial stability of 

Social Security and Medicare.   The Government 

Accountability Office (GAO) and other government 

economists are predicting that both programs are 

facing òlarge and growing structural deficits.ó 

Senators Kent Conrad (ND) and Judd Gregg (NH) 

have proposed a bipartisan task force whose rec-

ommendations would not be made until the new 

President and Congress are chosen in November 

elections.  Those proposals would then be guaran-

teed to receive òfast trackó consideration. 

There have been several Social Security and Medi-

care commissions over the years, but none that 

achieved major changes since the 1983 Greenspan 

Commission, chaired by Alan Greenspan.   That 

commission recommended a large number of major 

changes to Social Security that became law includ-

ing the increase in the eligibility age for full bene-

fits, imposing a tax on Social Security benefits, 

and even postponing the COLA increase for six 

months.  

    TSCL believes that Congress should start the 

process of examination of proposals to bring the 

programs back into fiscal balance, in order to 

avoid sudden and abrupt cuts.   Congress should 

make changes in such a way that they are the 

smallest possible, and phased in over the longest 

possible period of time, to avoid giving birth to 

new generations of Notch Babies.    

Sources:  òSenate Budget Committee Hearing Focuses On 
Future Of Entitlement Program Spending, Kaiser Daily Health 

Policy Report,ó November 1, 2007.  Comments On The Biparti-

san Task Force For Responsible Fiscal Action Act, Statement of 

David M. Walker, GAO, October 31, 2007, GAO -08-238T. 
To learn more, go to The Senior Citizens Leagueõs 

Website at http://www.seniorsleague.org  

What Union Gave Us 
  John Sanchez, retired UAW 

   Traverse City  

  There are naysayers in every community who can 

look at a good thing and find fault with it. Just the 

thought of labor unions causes them to shudder. 

   Collective bargaining usually brings fair and equi-

table salary enhancements to employees for work 

performance. 

   As a retired UAW member, I have always advo-

cated that ñbargainingò is a practice of labor and 

management sitting down together to openly discuss 

ways to promote productivity and establish trust and 

harmony between the two entities of the work force. 

   We should continue to look favorably at the labor 

union movementôs most significant accomplish-

ments over the last few decades. Allow me to name 

some examples: 

 The Social Security Act 

 The National Labor Relations Act 

 The Civil Rights Act 

 The Fair Labor Standards Act 

 The Occupational Safety & Health Act 

 The Family Medical Leave Act 

 The Overtime Pay Act 

   Judging from the above, it is quite evident that 

appropriate strides were made by labor unions to 

protect the interest of all employees whether union 

members or not. Perhaps if management were more 

forthcoming with labor at Worldcon and Enron, 

employeesô savings, pension funds and retirement 

nest eggs wouldnôt have been squandered or stolen 

by a few unscrupulous executives. 

   Therefore, if we can again break the shell of con-

formity and embrace those things that make the 

American workforce among the most productive in 

the world, we will continue to succeed. 

   This letter is dedicated not only to the nurses at 

the Northern Michigan Hospital who are enduring  

the longest strike ever, but to all those union mem-

bers who continue to show solidarity for a fair wage 

and benefit package enabling them to support a 

family as our forefathers strived for many years ago.  

  

Ed Note: I found this in a Traverse City newspaper 

in August 2004. Unfortunately, I didnôt  keep the 

exact information. I wrote the paper but have not 

received a response. The nurseôs strike lasted 2 

years, ending unsettled. pz             

http://www.seniorsleague.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

MARCH 2008    

2    3 4   

 
5 6 7 8 

9 10 

 

 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 

 

 

17  18 19 20 21 

 

 

22 

23 24 25   26 27 28 29 

30 31  

Womenôs History Month 

American Red Cross Month 

     Ohio entered the 

uhionð1803; 

Nebraskað1867 

        Maryland 

founded  -1694 

   RCA produced first 

color TVsð1956 

     Triangle Shirtwaist 

Factory fire killed ~ 

150 workers, mostly 

young immigrant 

womenð1913 

      US Navy createdð

1794 

   First LD phone callð

Boston to NYð1884 

      St. Patrickôs  

           Day        
Camp Fire Girls est. ï1912; 

   Golda Meir became PM of 

Israelð1967; Refugee Act 

signed by Pres. Carterð1980;     

First strike by school children 

in Brooklynð1886; Postal 

workerôs wild cat strike 
resulted in formation of Am 

Postal Workers Union-1970 

   Puerto Ricans granted 

US citizenshipð1917 

   US Steel Corp recog-

nized Steel Workers 

Organizing Committee  

w/o a strike. This came on 

the heels of the Auto 

Workersô victory at 

GMð1937 

  Star Spangled Banner 

adopted as National 

Anthem ï1931    

   Florida entered 

Unionð1845 

  Over 5,000 women 

marched in DC to 

demand the right to 

voteð1913 

     Alaska sold to US 

by Russiað1867 

   Pres Regan shot/

woundedð1981 

    Nathan Briggs  

patented the washing 

machineð1797 

   Pres. Eisenhower 

diedð1969 

      

     First of Intolerance 

Acts passedð1774 

  Wabash, IN first Amer. 

town to be illuminated by 

electric lightsð1881  

      Congress passed 

Nationalization Act 

which restricted US 

citizens to ñfree 

whitesòð 1790 

    

     

Birthstone ñChalcedony and aquamarine for  courage  

Birth flower ñJonquil  

March flower ñViolet  

This Month in History  
 

On Sunday March 7 , 1965, about six hundred 

people, lead by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., began 

a fifty -four mile march from Selma, Alabama to 

the state capitol in Montgomery. They were dem-

onstrating for African American voting rights and 

to commemorate the death of Jimmie Lee Jackson, 

shot three weeks earlier by an state trooper while 

trying to protect his mother at a civil rights dem-

onstration. On the outskirts of Selma, after they 

crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge, the marchers, 

in plain sight of photographers and journalists, 

were brutally assaulted by heavily armed state 

troopers and deputies.  

   Boston Massacre; 

Crispus Attucks killed in 

lead-up to the U.S.  

Revloutionð1770 

   Free Speech struggle 

ends in victory for 

Industrial Workers of the 

Worldð1910 

   Dred Scott Decision 

handed downð 1857 

   Alexander Graham 

Bell granted patent for 

telephoneð  1876 

   Five Detroit workers 

gunned down in Ford 

Hunger Marchð1932 

    

  Needletrades women 

strike over wages, hours, 

and child laborï 1908    

     Stamp Act  

        approvedð1765 

   Polygamy outlawedð

1882 

     Pres Andrew 

Jackson bornð1767 

  Maine entered Unionð

1820 

   Ides of March  

    

   Alexander Graham 

Bell 1st phone callð

1876 

 

  Battle of USS Monitor 

and USS Merrickð1853 
   Anne Frank died ð1945 

   U.S. Supreme Court 

frees enslaved workers 

who had seized the ship, 

Amistadð1839 

    

     Einstein bornð

1879 

   Pi Day 

   World Book Day 

      President Benjamin 

Harrison died ð1901 

   American Suffragist 

Susan B. Anthony diedð 

1906 

   APFA won fight against 

AA policy of weight 

discrimination against 

employeesð1991   

    Girl Scouts of 

America founded ï 1912  

  Victory of Lawrence 

textile workers followed 

by wage increase in all 

New England woolen 

millsð1912 

     General MacAr-

thur vowed, ñI shall 

returnò - 1942 

   Daylight 

Savings 

Time 

Begins 

     Pres. John Tyler 

bornð1790 

   Rosenbergs convicted 

of espinageð1951 

      Congress approved 

daylight savings time ï

1918; US House of Rep. 

began day to day televis-

ingð1979; 200 Women 

seize NY offices of 

Ladies Home Journal, 

win agreement to publish 

a feminist supplement to 

this magazineð1970  

     Uncle Tomôs Cabin 
first published ï1852 

 

    (9955) 

     Thomas Jefferson 

became 1st Sec of 

Stateð1790 

   Alcatraz 

emptiedð

1963 

   Good  

   Friday 

       Largest oil spill in  

       US historyðAlaska 

-1989 

   The Coalition of 

Labor Union Women 

(CLUW) founded in 

Chicago by 3,000 union 

womenð1974 

      Patrick Henryôs  

         Give Me Liberty  

         speech -1776     

   US Mint produced 

first coins made my 

pressð1836 

 

        EASTER 

        Stamp Act  

         repealed ð1776 

   Glover Cleveland 

bornð1837 

    President James 

Madison bornð1761 

   US Congress estab-

lished Military Academy 

at West Pointð1802    

 

   PALM SUNDAY  

    The next time Easter will be this early, 

March 23, will be the year 2228, 220 years from 

now. The last time it was this early was 1913. 

So if you're 95 or older, you were around for 

that.  

   The next time it will be a day earlier, March 

22, will be in the year 2285, 277 years from now. 

The last time it was on March 22 was 1818. So, 

no one alive today has or will ever see it any 

earlier than this year.  

Thanks to Christie Parsley, SSS  

EASTER (conclusion) 

  Jeannette Rankin 

sworn in as 1st 

woman to serve in 

US Congressð1917 

Pres. Lincoln gave 

his 1st Inaugural 

Addressð1861 

   Vermont entered 

Unionð1791 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fsaall:@filreq%28+@FIELD%28SUBJ+@band%28+Selma++Alabama+%29%29+@field%28COLLID+fsa%29%29
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2008 America @ Work AFL-CIO  

Union-Industries Show at  

Detroitôs Cobo Hall in Detroit,  

May 16-18! 
 

Guaranteed to amaze, amuse, entertain, educate and im-

press ï the 70th Annual America @ Work AFL-CIO Un-

ion Industries Show has something for everyone! Itôs for 

kids, adults, high school seniors and senior citizens. Itôs 

the largest collection of union-made-in-the-USA products 

ever assembled under one roof. 

   From May 16-18th at Cobo Hall in Detroit, hundreds of 

exciting exhibits and hands-on demonstrations will cele-

brate Americaôs union workers and the work they do. 

Meet the folks who train guide dogs and watch as they put 

their canine students through their paces. 

   For the first time in the showôs history, many of the ex-

hibitors will be encouraged to sell their high-quality prod-

ucts on the floor ï including automobiles, tools, work 

clothes, appliances, work boots, sporting equipment, 

building products and more ï at prices you wonôt see any-

where else. 

   See the latest in autos, trucks and vans from Daimler 

Chrysler, Ford, GM and Saturn. Kick the tires on the con-

cept cars of the future. Indy fans are sure to see one of 

their favorite cars from the circuit. 

   Enter your name for drawings for a brand new Harley-

Davidson motorcycle or any of a score of valuable prizes 

like appliances, groceries and household goods. Get fire 

safety tips from safety professionals. 

   Learn what it takes to be an airline pilot or an air traffic 

controller.  Listen and dance to your favorite tunes per-

formed by union musicians. See how stage hands from 

IATSE create special effects for movies. 

   Interested in a union career as a craft worker? Visit with 

any of a dozen or more apprenticeship trainers who will 

be on hand to talk about the training you can get. Try your 

hand at any of a score of craft jobs. Talk to electricians, 

operating engineers, iron workers, sheet metal workers, 

bricklayers, painters, plumbers, cement masons, tile set-

ters and roofers about their careers and the training they 

got to prepare them. 

   All this stretched across an area the size of three football 

fields! So much to see and do it may take more than one 

visit to take it all in. And, admission is free! 

   For more info, please visit www.2008america-at-

work.com.  

Wasting Your Tax Dollars  (conclusion) 

 

with nearly eight million undocumented workers having a 

less than stellar relationship with the IRS. Getting more of 

them on the books could certainly help narrow that tax 

gap. 

   Another group that costs taxpayers billions: hedge fund 

and private equity managers. Many of these moguls make 

vast ñincomesô yet pay taxes on a portion of those earn-

ings at the paltry 15 percent capital gains rate, instead of 

the higher income tax rate. By some estimates, this loop-

hole costs taxpayers more than $2.5 billion a year. 

    Oil companies are getting a nice deal too. The country 

hands them more than $2 billion a year in tax breaks. Says 

Walker, ñSome of the sweetheart deals that were negoti-

ated for drilling rights on public lands donôt pass the 

straight-face test, especially given current crude oil 

prices.ò And Big Oil isnôt alone. Citizens for Tax justice 

estimates that corporations reap more than $123 billion a 

year in special tax breaks. Cut this in half and we could 

save about $60 billion. 

THE TAB  

   Tax Shortfall: $290 billion (uncollected taxes) + $2.5 

billion (undertaxed high rollers) + $60 billion 

(unwarranted tax breaks) = $325 billion 

2. Healthy Fixes. Medicare and Medicaid, which cover 

elderly and low-income patients respectively, eat up a 

growing portion of the federal budget. Investigations 

by Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) point to as much as $60 

billion a year in fraud, waste and overpayments be-

tween the two program. Coburn is likely underesti-

mating the problem.  

       The U.S. spend more than $400 per person on health 

care administration costs and insuranceðsix times more 

than other industrialized nations. 

Thatôs because a 2003 Dartmouth Medical School 

study found that up to 30 percent of the $2 trillion spent in 

this country on medical care each yearðincluding whatôs 

spent on Medicate and Medicaidï is wasted. With the 

combined tab for those programs rising to some $665 bil-

lion this year, cutting costs by a conservative 15 percent 

could save taxpayers about $100 billion. Yes, rather than 

moving to trim fat, the government continues such ques-

tionable practices as paying private insurance companies 

that offer Medicare Advantage plans an average to 12 per-

cent more per patient than traditional Medicare free-for-

service. Congress is trying to close this loophole, and do-

ing so could save $15 billion per year, on average, accord-

ing to the Congressional Budget Office. 

Another money-wasting bright idea was to created a 

giant class of middlemen: Private bureaucrats who admin-

ister the Medicare drug program are monitored by federal 

bureaucratsðand the public pays for both. An October 

report by the House Committee on Oversight and Govern-

ment Reform estimates that this setup costs the govern-

ment $10 billion per year in unnecessary administrative 

expenses and higher drug prices. 

 

            Continued next month ... 
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