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Anti -NAU Warriors Beginning to 

Move the Rock Uphill! 
By Tom DeWeese 
MichNews.Com: http://www.michnews.com 

 

    Just a year ago most would have predicted there 
was no way to stop the Security and Prosperity Part-
nership (SPP) which many believe will become a North 
American Union (NAU). The proponents are rich, pow-
erful and determined. From the White House to huge, 
wealthy international corporations, these proponents of 
the SPP are used to getting their way.(5881) The little 
people back in their grassroots are just silly pawns to 
be manipulated or ignored.  
   But there are signs that the huge rock at the bottom 
of the hill that is the unmovable NAU is beginning to 
budge uphill as heroes are emerging in the fight. Some 
close to the movers and shakers are beginning to hint 
at a concern that they just might not be able to imple-
ment the SPP - that darned opposition just won't go 
away. At the same time, anti-NAU forces are beginning 
to see signs of progress as the movement is getting 
energized. Victory is certainly not in sight, but now 
there is hope.  Read the rest of this very important arti-
cle at http://www.michnews.com/artman/publish/
article_18178.shtml 

Thanks to Dawn Wilder, M&CS 

Going Green in Your 

Home May Save You 

Some ñGreenò 
 

   With winter heading our way and energy 

prices on the rise, many Michigan residents 

are looking for ways to save money and cut 

their energy usage. Going ñgreenò by add-

ing insulation, replacement windows, and 

certain high efficiency heating and cooling 

equipment to your home can earn federal 

tax credits if the products are installed be-

tween January 1, 2006 and December 31, 

2007.  

   Visit http://www.energystar.gov  for 

information and tips. Credits may also be 

available if you have recently purchased a 

new fuel -efficient vehicle ðsee the Web site 

for details.  

 

RAYMOND E. BASHAM  

State Senator  

8th District  

T he sole purpose of government is to protect its citizens.  Ours is failing, and it seems apparent to all 

but them.  Letõs send a message to Washington that itõs time to live up to our expectations and do the 

job they were elected to do ð letõs boycott all Chinese products for the next 30 -days and buy American.   Tell 

our leaders that if they wonõt protect us, then we will. 

   U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Recalls Page :  http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prerel.html  

Select the month and year, then click on the  product line and scroll down to see where the product was 

manufactured.  American Made Toys can be purchased at  

http://channel.cameoez.com/Scripts/PublicSite/?template=Links . 

    

Our government won't protect us by securing our boarders nor by assuring the products we import are safe 

for consumption.   Let's do what the every -day people in Iraq  seem to be doing.  Let's take the bull by the 

horns and get things done from the bottom up.  We can do this, after all, it's in our blood! 

Thanks to Dawn Wilder, M&CS 

http://www.michnews.com
http://www.michnews.com/artman/publish/article_18178.shtml
http://www.michnews.com/artman/publish/article_18178.shtml
http://www.energystar.gov
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prerel.html
http://channel.cameoez.com/Scripts/PublicSite/?template=Links
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2006-2007 Officers 

 

  President - Sue Tollefson 

  Vice President - Dawn Wilder 

  Secretary - Michelle Kimball 

  Treasurer - Rita Leppanen 
  Sergeant at Arms - Phyllis Zaenglein 

  Guide - Karen Smith 

  Trustees - Angie McCabe, Joann Jordon, and Rhonda 
     Peterson 

  Bargaining Team - Grace Albert, Gary Jerry, Jeff  

     Roo, and Pat Woods 

 

District Representatives 

  Chief Steward - Grace Albert 
 

  District 1 - Open - Cohodas, UC,  A&D, and Gries 

 
  District 2 - Open - Services Building,  

     Jacobetti Center, PEIF, Superior Dome, and  

     Berry Events Center 
 

  District 3 - Dawn Wilder - West Science,   Learning  

     Resources, Magers, New Science  Facility, and Whitman 
 

  District 4 - Kimber Olli - McClintock, Thomas Fine Arts,  
     and Hedgcock 

THANK YOU 

 
Dear UAW Local 1950 

   Thank you for the chocolates that you 

sent to me for my recent  

surgery. Iôm fortunate to have such  

a great support group. 

   It was nice to be thought of. 

  Sincerely, Jan Marana 

Kimber Olliôs grandpuppies 

Jan Marana was placed on a leave of  

absence effective 11/6/07. 

 

Logan David is the 

8th grandchild of 

Cindy Schwartz 

(ACAC). He was 

born Nov 4th, to Tami 

and Steve Treder, in 

St. Paul MN. Logan 

weighed 6 lbs. 13 oz 

and was 20 inches 

long.  

The next Local 1950 Executive Board meeting will be 

Tuesday, December 4.  

The next membership meeting will be Wednesday,  

December 12 in the Michigan room. 
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The views and opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Officers of Local 1950, but are those of the individual 
writers. Articles of interest submitted by Local 1950 members will be printed as space provides; however, they must bear the name of the writers. All 

articles are subject to review and editing as necessary and are subject to the approval of the Editor, the Local President, and the Officers of Local 1950. 

 
Each issue of the Flame contains 5, 4-digit numbers of the memberôs choosing. If you see your number, call Rita Leppanen @ ext. 2495. She will issue a 

$5 check to you. Debra Williams, Lisa Mattson, Veronica Varney, Cindy Robare, and Georgia Tillofson were our November winners. 

Beware of Garbage 
Trucks      By David J. Pollay 

 
How often do you let other peopleôs nonsense change your 

mood? Do you let a bad driver, rude waiter, curt boss, or 

an insensitive employee ruin your day? Unless youôre the 

Terminator, for an instant youôre probably set back on 

your heels. However, the mark of a successful person is 

how quickly he/she can get back her focus on whatôs im-

portant. 

   Sixteen years also I learned this lesson. I learned it in the 

back of a New York taxi cab. Hereôs what happened. 

   I hopped in a taxi, and we took off for Grand Central 

Station. We were driving in the right lane when, all of a 

sudden, a black car jumped out of a parking space right in 

front of us. My taxi driver slammed on his breaks, skid-

ded, and missed the other carôs back end by just inches. 

   The driver of the other car, the guy who almost caused a 

bad accident, whipped his head around and he started yell-

ing bad words at us. My taxi driver just smiled and waved 

at the guy. And I mean, he was friendly. 

   So, I said, ñWhy did you 

just do thatò. This guy al-

most ruined your car and 

sent us to the hospital!ò this 

is when my taxi driver told 

me what I now call ñThe 

Law of the Garbage Truck.ò 

  Many people are like gar-

bage trucks. They run around 

full of garbage, full of frus-

tration, (0224) full of anger, 

and full of disappointment. As their garage piles up, they 

need a place to dump it. If you let them, theyôll dump it on 

you. When someone wants to dump on you, donôt take if 

personally. Just smile, wave, wish them well, and move 

on. Youôll be happy you did. 

   So this was it: The ñLaw of the Garbage Truck.ò I 

started thinking, how often do I let Garbage Trucks run 

right over me? How often do I take their garbage and 

spread it to other people, at work, at home, on the street? 

   It was that day I said, ñIôm not going to do it anymore.ò 

   I began to see garbage trucks. Like in the movie, ñThe 

Sixth Senseò, the little boy said, ñI see dead people.ò 

Well, now I see garbage trucks. 

  I see the load theyôre carrying. I see them coming to  

drop off. Like my taxi driver, I donôt make it a personal 

thing; I just smile, wave, wish them well, and I move on. 

 

        

 

Sometimes making money is a 

waste                 By Mort Crim  
Detroit Free Press  12/19/03 

 

J ean Louis Rodolphe Aggassiz was a 19th 

century naturalist and paleontologist. He was 

absolutely passionate about the scientific work 

to which he dedicated his life. 

   Every free moment was pressed into his  

research and writing. He was never happier than 

when immersed in fossils and other relics of  

ancient life. 

   A distinguished group of scholars once invited 

Aggassiz to talk about his latest research. He 

refused. Quite simply, he didnôt want to take 

time away from his work. 

  The group persisted. They would pay Aggassiz 

for his time. And, they would pay him well. But 

the pocketbook appeal fell on deaf ears. 

   ñThereôs no inducement to me!ò Aggassiz ex-

claimed. ñI canôt afford to waste my time mak-

ing money.ò 

   Most of us, of course, need to work because 

we need to earn a living. To pay bills. For us, 

making money is hardly a waste of time. 

  But is that the only reason we work? Does our 

daily routing bring us no other satisfaction ð 

no reward except a paycheck? 

   If so, then weôre wasting more than our time. 

Weôre wasting out passion and enthusiasm. 

 
Todayôs Thought: To waste time on the wrong priorities 

is, ultimately to waste life. 

 

Thanks to Kimber Olli, Registrarôs Office 
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2007 Night Before Christmas  
 

Twas the month before Christmas  

When all through our land,  

Not a Christian was praying  

Nor taking a stand.  

Why the Politically Correct Police had taken 

away, 

The reason for Christmas - no one could say. 

The children were told by their schools not to 

sing, 

About Shepherds and Wise Men and Angels 

and things.  

It might hurt people's feelings, the teachers 

would say,  

December 25th is just a "Holiday".  

Yet the shoppers were ready with cash, checks 

and credit  

Pushing folks down to the floor just to get it!  

CDs from Madonna, an X BOX, an I -pod 

Something was changing, something quite odd!  

Retailers promoted Ramadan and Kwanzaa  

In hopes to sell books by Franken & Fonda.  

As Targets were hanging their trees upside 

down 

At Lowe's the word Christmas was no where  

to be found.  

At K -Mart and Staples and Penny's and Sears  

You won't hear the word Christmas; it won't 

touch your ears.  

Inclusive, sensitive, Di -ver-si-ty  

Are words that were used to intimidate me.  

Now Daschle, Now Darden, Now Sharpton, 

Wolf Blitzen  

On Boxer, on Rather, on Kerry, on Clinton!  

At the top of the Senate, there arose such a  

clatter  

To eliminate Jesus, in all public matter.  

And we spoke not a word, as they took away 

our faith  

Forbidden to speak of salvation and grace.  

The true Gift of Christmas was exchanged  

and discarded  

 The reason for the season, stopped before it 

started.  

So as you celebrate "Winter Break" under  

your "Dream Tree"  

Sipping your Starbucks, listen to me.  

Choose your words carefully, choose what  

you say 

Shout MERRY CHRISTMAS , not Happy 

Holiday!  

 

Dear Representative Lindberg, 

 
Please support the Great Lakes, Great Michigan bills 

(HB5065-HB5073). These bills will strengthen protec-
tions for Michigan's water, our greatest natural re-

source.  These new laws are needed to ensure that 

special interests will not be allowed to divert our 
world-class water resources or damage wetlands, 

streams, and underground aquifers through exces-
sive withdrawals. 

 
Your support for this package of bills will;  

1) bring Michigan into compliance with the eight -

state Great Lakes Compact, and 
2) protect Michigan's valuable water for generations 

to come. 
 

Such a package of legislation will create strong pro-

tections for the Great Lakes and our valuable inland 
lakes, streams, groundwater and wetlands. It will 

also ensure that the vibrant industrial, tourism, farm-
ing and recreation economies that rely on water will 

be protected. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Dawn Wilder 

 
 

 

 
Dear Ms. Wilder: 

  
    Thank you for writing to share your support of 

House Bills 5065 - 5073.  It is always nice to hear 

the opinions of concerned constituents. 
    I have reviewed these bills and I am currently in 

support of all of them.   I agree with the importance 
of keeping water from the Great Lakes in the Great 

Lakes basin.   
    If you have any additional questions or concerns, 

please contact my office. (7151)  

  
Regards, 

   
STEVEN LINDBERG 

109th District State Representative 

P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909 

517-373-0498 (main) 
888-429-1377 (UP toll free) 

517-373-9366 (fax)  
 

Legislative Correspondence 
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 Five ways to help your home and your wallet:  

1. How to avoid foreclosure  

2. What's the best way to rebuild credit after bank-

ruptcy or foreclosure?  

3. Save 12% on the hottest holiday gifts  

4. Extended deadline for union member $50 cell 

phone and accessories savings  

5. Other holiday discount ideas  

--------------------------------------------------------- 
1) HOW TO AVOID FORECLOSURE  

http://www.unionvoice.org/ct/17z9ZqY1_u0d/  

   Do you have an adjustable rate mortgage (ARM)? 

Do you know when it resets and how much interest 

you could be paying? If you're not sure, you're not 

alone; many union members and their families face  

 similar confusion.  

   The monthly payments on many adjustable rate 

mortgages (ARMs) are rising steeply after the loans 

reset. As a result, many working families are finding 

themselves overextended, and some are losing their 

homes. 

   The good news is you can take the first positive  

step by calling the Union Plus Save My Home Hot - 

line.  

   http://www.unionvoice.org/ct/1pz9ZqY1_u0c/  

Call 1 -866-490-5361 for a free consultation with a  

HUD -certified housing counselor who can help you  

develop a budget, answer your questions and develop 

an action plan to get your financial house in order, 

preferably before you reach a crisis stage with your 

mortgage.          

 

For the complete article, see 

www.enews@unionprivilege.org  

Union Plus: How to avoid foreclosure 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 1   

2  

First Day of 

Advent 

3  4  5 First Day of 

Hanuk- 

kah 

6 7 

Pearl Harbor 

Day 

8 

9 10 

Human Rights  

Day 

11 12 

Poinsettia 

Day 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

First Day of 

Winter 

23 

Days are starting 

to become longer. 

24 SBD 25  Merry 
Christmas  

26 SBD 

Boxing Dayï 

England 

27 SBD 28 SBD 29 

30 31 SBD Happy  

New  Year - 

Holiday 

Back to 

work 

 

   

December 2007 

     Fredrick Douglass & 

Martin Delaney start the 

anti-slavery newspaper, the 

North Star. 1946  

100,00 join Oakland 

General Strike and win 

recognition  for department 

store clerks. 1969 

       Chicago Black Panther 

Chairman, Fred Hampton, 

killed  in his sleep by police 

squad. 1969 

UFW Pres, Cesar Chevez 
jailed for 20 days for 

refusing to end grape 

boycott.ð1970 

  Thousands attend 

funeral of labor 

heroine, Mother 

Jones, at Mt. Olive 

ILð1930 

    Knights of 
Labor  founded 

ð1869 

          350 member of 

Chief Big Footôs Minne-

conjou Lakota band 

killed by US troops at 

Wounded Knee, SD in 

ethnic cleaningsð1890 

    
U.S. Congress repeals 

the Chinese Exclusion 

Act ï1943 

 

Flint sit-down strike to 

prevent out-sourcing of 

work begins. Ends in 

Feb when GMC 

recognizes the UAWð

1936 

BirthstoneðTurquoise and Zircon 

FlowerðNarcissus (daffodil) 

    

 Rosa Parks arrested in 

Montgomery, AL for 

refusing to surrender her 

seat to a white rider, 

launching the early Civil 

Rights Movement. 1956 

http://www.unionvoice.org/ct/17z9ZqY1_u0d/
http://www.unionvoice.org/ct/1pz9ZqY1_u0c/
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Preamble to the Michigan State  

Constitution  

We, the people of the State of Michigan, 

grateful to Almighty God for the blessings 

of freedom, and earnestly desiring to se-

cure these blessings undiminished to our-

selves and our posterity, do ordain and 

establish this constitution.  

 

Go to http://www.legislature.mi.gov/  and 

lookup under MCL Key Word Search: 

Constitution  

 

Thanks to Dawn Wilder, M&CS  

the Mexican agreement, additional analyses to as-
sess risks and costs may be called for.  The report 
goes on to say that the current solvency issues re-
quire Congress to think carefully about future trust 
fund commitments resulting from Totalization agree-
ments. 
It is vital for the House to express its disapproval of 
the Totalization Agreement, so that it will not take 
effect.  We are responsible for taking care of seniors 
who have worked in this country legally and paid into 
a system upon which many rely for their sole source 
of income.  We cannot allow agreements that will 
encourage more illegal immigration and which will 
harm the Social Security Trust Fund. 
I have introduced H.Res. 18.  We currently have 45 
co-sponsors.  We need more co-sponsors of this 
resolution, which resolves that the House of Repre-
sentatives, pursuant to section 233(e) (2) of the So-
cial Security Act, hereby disapproves of the Totaliza-
tion agreement establishing Totalization arrange-
ments between the Social Security system estab-
lished by title II of such Act and the Social Security 
system of Mexico, signed by the Commissioner of 
Social Security and the Director General, Mexican 
Social Security Institute, on June 29, 2004. 
 
Status :  This bill is in the first step in the legislative 
process. Introduced bills go first to committees that 
deliberate, investigate, (0125) and revise them be-
fore they go to general debate. The majority of bills 
never make it out of committee. 
 
Last Action :  Jan 11, 2007: Referred to the Sub-
committee on Social Security. 
 

Thanks for Dawn Wilder, Math &CS 

Disapproval of the U.S. �± Mexico Totalization 
Agreement  
From the Desk of Representative Virgil Goode (VA) 

 

The United States has several Totalization Agree-
ments with countries in Western Europe, Canada, 
Japan, and a few others.  These are countries which 
have U.S. workers in them and which have workers 
from that country in the United States.  In these in-
stances, the number of persons in both countries is 
relatively small in number and there are about the 
same number in each country.  However, the Totali-
zation Agreement that is proposed between the 
United States and Mexico will benefit far more Mexi-
can workers than U.S. workers because there are 
more Mexican workers in this country by far than 
U.S. workers in Mexico. 
The agreement was signed on June 29, 2004.  It has 
a negative impact on the U.S. Social Security Sys-
tem and puts American seniors at risk.  Under the 
Totalization Agreement, immigrants, both legal and 
illegal, would be eligible to draw from the U.S. Social 
Security System for their work in this country.  Be-
cause of the number of illegal immigrants, it is diffi-
cult to devise an accurate estimate of how much this 
agreement will cost our system.  Some say that it will 
be in the millions; others, including me, believe that 
the cost will run into the billions.   
My position is supported by a report from the Gov-
ernment Accounting Office.  That report says, a com-
mon border and economic disparity between the 
United States and Mexico have fostered significant 
and longstanding unauthorized immigration into the 
United States, making an agreement with Mexico 
potentially far more costly than any other.  Thus, for  
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