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Fall LUPA Conference
at Black Lake
by Phyllis Zaenglein

   The ride down to Black Lake was
gorgeous and uneventful. Thank you
again, God. We were unable to park on
the compound because PT Cruiser’s are
assembled in Mexico, therefore
considered foreign made. That was a
surprise to both D.W. and me. A list of
the 2006 American-made vehicles can
be found at http://www.uaw.org/uawmade/

cartruck2006.cfm.
    We rode a shuttle bus from the
parking lot to the conference center. It
was interesting to hear where the others
worked. Put them all together and you
have a car assembled… kinda. As you
might expect, most of the attendees were
from the BIG 4 auto plants. We met
wonderful people from Maryland to
California who were attending the
conference. D.W. and I shared most of
our meals with Marci Leahey and Alice
Pate from the Toledo Machining
DiamlerChrysler  plant, UAW Local
1435.
   President Ron Gettelfinger, keynote
speaker, was unable to attend as he was
dealing with the Delfi and GM situations.
While we were there, GM tentatively
settled the health plan issues concerning
their workers.
   We heard from several people and
watched the movie, “Covering the

(cont. on p. 4, col. 1)



Page 2

Nicole Norman        12/1
Della Cheney 12/4
Jan Syria 12/5
Andrea Jordon   12/18

December  Birthdays

Nina Parkkonen 12/18
Ruth Ann Holm 12/22
Bernadette Norden 12/30

Dear Education Committee of UAW Local 1950,
Thank you very much for selecting me as a recipient of
the UAW Local 1950 scholarship. The award really
helped with my expenses for my first semester in
elementary teaching methods. I appreciate your
support.

-Kelly Larmour

UAW Brothers and Sisters
Thank You

Thanks for the book! It was great to have reading
material as I recovered from my surgery.

- Maddie Anderson

Thank You

Luann Dagenais accepted the Principal
Secretary II 4A position in Academic
Information Services effective 10/24/05.
She replaced Debbie Violetta.

Tina VandeZande accepted the 10-month
Principal Secretary 4B position in Nursing
effective 11/1/05.  She replaces Pat Woods.

Jean Olson will retire effective 12/1/05.

���������	��

���������������

���������������������! #"%$'&(�*) +!��)
, ��- ��.#�0/�)1��2�3 ,�4 ���������6575757575�8
, .:90- �; (����+'$<&��!2;=;��+'57575757575757575757575�>
?�) ����&(3@�; �+�A;B:&(�(2C/%DE���F5757575757575�>
B%��� 4 ��- ����+�5757575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575�G
H �;.:��26�I� H �;.F��2J575757575757575757575757575�G
K%�;+��C-L) 2��:��� 4 ) 2�=�+�M�3@���(+�575757575ON
P ��Q(��.SR(��� ,C4 ��2;�I+�57575757575757575757575757575OT
� H M H 575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575OT
U ��Q0) 9��V5757575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575757575OT
K%��2�3@��� ,CW 9X- �(2��(��) ��2;+'57575757575757575OY
P ��Q!��.ZR(���%.[������) 2(=J.:��2(�J57575OY

The November “Take a
Break” drawing winners
were: Tina Vandezande, Kay
Mandershei, Diane Goethe,
Elizabeth Jaakola, and Yvonne
Niemi.
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A BIG thank you to all of you who ate at Culvers
Tuesday, Novemer 15, in support of the Keep Mar-
quette County Warm project.

-The Community Services Committee

Joann Jordon - sympathy
card - loss of her mother

Jean Olson - retirement -
card and gift certificate

The date for
the After

Holiday party is
Wednesday, January 26, 2006.
Please contact a Special Events
member (Mary Letts, Janet Koski,
Terry Johnson) if you have a raffle
prize to donate. Thanks.
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Travelers
UAW Local 1950

Meetings

2006
Wednesday, January 11
Wednesday, February 1
Wednesday, March 1
Wednesday, April, 12

All meetings are scheduled for
the Marquette/Nicolet/Cadillac
rooms.

Our May Luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, May 17,
2006 in the Ontario/Michigan
rooms.

Woman to Woman
Encouragement

Someone will always be
smarter. Their house will be
bigger. They will drive a better
car. Their children will do better
in school. And their partners
will fix more things around the
house. So let it go and love you
and your circumstances. Think
about it. The prettiest woman in
the world can have hell in her
heart. And the most highly
favored woman on your job
may be unable to have children.
The richest woman you know -
she’s got the car, the house, the
clothes - might be heart-
breakingly lonely. So, love you.
Love who you are right now.
Tell yourself, “I am too blessed
to be stressed.” To the world
you might be one person, but to
one person you just might be
the world.

Thanks to Jan Benson,
Retired AFSCME
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Workplace” part of a PBS
television series called “We Do the
Work.” It explored free trade’s
impact on Canadian, US and
Mexican workers; exposed the
risks to the flying public as aircraft
maintenance jobs leave the country;
explored the traditions and
challenges facing Navajo health
care workers on the reservation;
looked back at labor history;
showed how RSI computer injuries
are crippling much of an entire
generation; and celebrated the
American worker in a Labor Day
special. The evening ended with
singing “Solidarity”.
   I signed up for a photography
class in the mornings. It dealt with
composition, what to think about
before you take a picture, rather
than how a camera works. I
learned sooooooooo much. I used
the Local’s camera. We down-
loaded the pictures and Sean, the
instructor who has won numerous
awards for his work, commented
on them. After a while, we were
able to see how a shot could have
been improved and what the good
aspects of the photo were. Now I
have the “bug”. I want to buy a
digital camera and see what I can
do on my own.

  For the afternoon, I took the
Developing Websites class. I
thought it would be learning how to
set up a website but, instead, the

instructor showed us the html
language. Now I can “fix” something
by going into the language or I can
copy something someone else has
done. After 2 days, they had pretty
much taught us what they planned so I
changed to the Beginning Writing
class. On Thursday, we went to the
Black Lake Golf Course. We
interviewed the golf pro. She took us
around the course. It was  gorgeous,
green grass and fall color trees. I
designated myself as the class photo-
grapher. Afterwards, we wrote

an article about the experience and
the instructor critiqued it.
   Monday night we saw a video of
“Forgotten: Murder at the Ford
Rouge”. You may remember this play
was advertised in the August and
September issues of the FLAME.
   As all of you who have been to
Black Lake know, the food was
WONDERFUL. On Tuesday, I told
the kitchen help that I had a (8318)
complaint. Asked what it was, I said,
“There is too much good food at each
meal.” The lady said I didn’t have to
eat all of it. As hard as I wanted to try
everything, there was no way I could!
   Thanks to all of you for allowing me
to attend this conference and the
Michigan Press Conference last May.
I am learning so much that I hope will
help make the FLAME an excellent,
award-winning publication.

LUPA Conference (cont. from p. 1, col 3)

Black Lake Golf Course

Marci Leahey, Dawn Wilder, Alice Pate, and
Phyllis Zaenglein           Photo by Terry Malosh

Gasoline Saving Ideas
By Phyllis Zaenglein

In the last few weeks, gasoline
prices have dropped drastically
in Marquette. Part of this is
because drivers curtailed their
driving to only what was
necessary and combined errands,
such as going to the grocery,
Shopko, and Menards on the
same trip. I heard that one gas
station owner reported that gas
prices were this high because
people will pay it. GEEE! If the
demand decreases, even if the
supply remains the same, the
price will go down. Simple
economics.

Besides combining errands, you
can save yourself money if you
buy only 5-10 gallons of gas at a
time. If you fill up at $3.25, and
the price drops to $3.00 a
couple days later, you are driving
with high priced gas in your car.
If you put in only a few gallons,
you haven’t lost as much. I keep
my tank full by filling it when it
gets a quarter low or I’ll put only
10 gallons at a time. I sure want
to pay as little as possible for
gas.

It’s still too high at $2.30 but
certainly much less than it was in
October.

Tuesday is Ladies Day at Quality
Care Care. You can get a LOF
(lube-oil-filter) for $10.95. They
also check all your car’s fluids. I
saw this coupon on the back of a
SuperOne receipt. They said you
don’t have to have a coupon for
this deal.
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FWIW ... By Phyllis Zaenglein

    I always unplug my small
applicances (iron, curling iron, hair
dryer, and toaster/oven) when I’m
finished using them. The other day,
after using my hair dryer, I turned it
off but left is lying on the counter
before putting it away. A minute later,
it started running by itself, yes, it was
off, and began smoking. It had
caught fire! I immediately unplugged
it. I’m glad my habit is to unplug
these appliances when they are not in
use.
    It takes only a couple mintues for
your curling iron to warm. Be sure to
stay with it when it’s plugged into the
wall. There have been numerous
injuries to children, who pull a curling
iron onto them when Mom is doing
something away from it.
  For the similar reasons, it’s a good
habit to not run your washer, dryer,
or dishwater when you are away
from home.

Upcoming December
Events

So many things to do, so little time...

        Black Bean Soup
¾  cup chopped celery
1   medium onion, chopped
3   garlic cloves, minced
1   tablespoon vegetable oil
3  14- ½ oz cans of chicken broth
2  15 oz cans of black beans,
    rinsed and drained
1  16 oz jar of salsa
1  cup cubed
cooked
    chicken breast
1  cup cooked long
    grain rice
1  table lime juice
1  teaspoon ground cumin

In a large saucepan, sauté celery,
onion and garlic in oil under tender
(about 3-minutes). Stir in the
remaining ingredients; heat
through.
Yield: 10 servings

Thanks to Sue LaForais

Dec 1 7:30pm NMU Jazz Band - (Reynolds Recital Hall)
Dr. Mark Flaherty, director.

Dec 3 1:00pm NMU Women’s B-Ball vs. Findlay - (Berry)
3:00pm NMU Men’s B-Ball vs. Findlay -  (Berry)
7:30pm Marquette Choral Society -  (St. Peter Cathedral)

 Mr. Wayne Hanmer, director.
Dec 3-4 6:30pm “The Brothers Grimm” (PG-13) -  ( JXJ 102)

9:00pm “The Brothers Grimm” (PG-13) - (JXJ 102)
Dec 4 3:00pm NMU Men’s B-Ball vs. St. Cloud State - (Berry)

3:00pm Marquette Choral Society - (St. Peter’s)
Dec 8-107:30pm Scrooge - Theatre (Forest Roberts Theatre)
Dec 8 9:00pm “The Animation Show” (NR) - Movie (JXJ 102)
Dec 10 LAST DAY OF CLASSES    (2336)
Dec 10-11 1:00pm Scrooge - Theatre (Forest Roberts Theatre)
Dec 10 9:00pm “A Muppet Christmas Carol” (G) -  Movie (JXJ 102)
Dec 11 3:00pm NMU Choirs and Orchestra - (Reynolds Recital Hall)
Dec 11-17 EXAMS
Dec 12 6:45pm U.S. Short Track Speedskating

Championships - Opening Ceremony at
6:45 pm Skating begins 7 pm

Dec 13  7:00am U.S. Short Track Speedskating
Championships

Dec 15-16 7:00pm U.S. Short Track Speedskating
Championships

Dec 17 10:30am Commencement Ceremony -  (Superior Dome)
7:35pm NMU Hockey vs. Western Michigan - (Berry)

Dec 18 7:35pm NMU Hockey vs. Western Michigan - (Berry)
Dec 20 Final grades due from faculty
Dec 22 Fall semester grades posted
Dec 31 HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Good health is
merely the slowest
possible rate at
which one can die.

You have contributed
another 30 cartridges
to Redeemer�s youth.

Thanks so much.
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Travelers (cont. from p 3, col. 1)

Thanks to Susan Henderson

Feature Story (cont. from p. 1)
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Contributions to The FLAME from
UAW Local 1950 membership are
greatly appreciated. Submissions must
be made to the Editor at
dwilder@nmu.edu or Assistant Editor
at pzaengle@nmu.edu by the 5th of each
month in order to be reviewed for the
next month’s newsletter.

Each issue of the Flame contains five
4-digit numbers of the member’s
choosing. If you see your number, call
Rita Leppanen @ ext. 2495. She will
issue a $5 check to you. Keith Greising,
Diane Goethe, Vicki Hendstrom, Yvonne
Niemi, and Tina Sehl were the Novem-
ber winners.
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If  you have ridges on your fingernails, apply vaporub nightly and
they will become smooth again. It might take several weeks, but it will
work!

Fill spaces in a mailing box with popcorn. It’s better for the environ-
ment than styrofoam peanuts.

Bring a nightlight along the next time you stay in a motel. It will help
you find the bathroom at night and is especially comforting to small
children.

After you address a package to be mailed, put a piece of clear packing
tape over the address to protect it from rain, snow, and smudges.

Bananas will keep longer if you store them in a plastic bag.

To prevent eggs from cracking, add a pinch of salt to the water before
boiling them.



I am David Chartrand, Presi-
dent of the International
Assocation of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers Local 712
in Montreal Canada  (9520)
www.amitasectionalocale712.org.

I collect Union lapel pins. If it is
possible for you to send one of
each from your local, district,
and/or international, I would
really appreciate it.

Thank you,
David Chartrand
2550 Sylvelle,
Laplaine, Quebec     J7M-2A1

Other union paraphernalia can be
found at tigereyedesign.com.

2004-2005 Officers

President - Sue Tollefson
Vice President - Dawn Wilder
Secretary - Michelle Kimball
Treasurer - Rita Leppanen
Sergeant at Arms - Phyllis Zaenglein
Guide - Karen Smith
Tustees - Kelly Dore’, Joann Jordon,
     and Rhonda Peterson
Bargaining Team - Grace Albert,
     Gary Jerry, Jeff Roo, and Pat Woods

District Representatives

Chief Steward - Grace Albert

District 1 - Jan Crawford -
Cohodas, UC, A&D, Gries

District 2 - Beth Sanderson - Services
Building, Jacobetti Center, PEIF, Superior
Dome, and Berry Events Center

District 3 - Gary Jerry -
West Science, Learning Resources, Magers,
New Science Facility, and Whitman

District 4 -Kimber Olli
McClintock, Thomas Fine Arts, and
Hedgcock

The FLAME is a member of the Local
Union Press Association (LUPA) and the
Michigan Labor Press (MLP). The
FLAME is published monthly September –
May by the Education Committee of
UAW Local 1950 at Northern Michigan
University in Marquette, Michigan 49855.

The views and opinions expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of
the Editor or the Officers of Local 1950,
but are those of the individual writers.
Articles of interest submitted by Local
1950 members will be printed as space
provides; however, they must bear the
name of the writers. All articles are subject
to review and editing as necessary and are
subject to the approval of the Editor, the
Local President, and the Officers of Local
1950.

December 7th Lunch
Chicken breast w/bourbon
     honey sauce
Wild rice/cranberry
Jellied fruit/tossed salad
Dinner rolls
Coffee/Tea/Milk,Pop, Water
Assorted mini pastries

If you’re like most people,
common everyday items look
inert to you. But what you may
not know is that many of them
have a gender. For example:

Ziploc Bags - They are Male,
because they hold everything in but
you can see right through them.

A Copier - is Female, because
once turned off, it takes a while to
warm up. [It’s an effective
reproductive device if the right
buttons are pushed, it can wreak
havoc if the wrong buttons
are pushed.]

A Tire - has to be
Male, because it
goes bald and often
it’s over inflated.

A Hot Air Balloon - is definitely a
Male, because to get it to go
anywhere you have to light a fire
under it ..... and, of course, there’s
the hot air part.

Sponges - are Female, because
they’re soft and squeezable and
retain water.

A Web Page - Female, because
it’s always getting hit on.

A Subway - is Male, because it
uses the same old lines to pick
people up.

An Hourglass - has to be a
Female, because over time, the
weight shifts to the bottom.

A Hammer - Male, because it
hasn’t evolved much over the last
5,000 years, but it’s handy to have
around.

The Remote Control - is a Female
...... Ha! You thought it’d be male.
But consider that it gives a man
pleasure, he’d be lost without it,
and while he doesn’t always know
the right buttons to push, he keeps
trying.

Thanks to Dawn Wilder


