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Membership meeting
Wednesday , November 5, 2003

Marquette/Nicolet/Cadillac Rooms
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MENU
Chicken tenderloins

Rice pilaf
Jello salad

Pumpkin bars
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REMINDER: Check the Local
website periodically for messages.
A note about the language changes
in the long-term disability carrier

has recently been added.
http://uaw1950.nmu.edu/

The website for information about the UAW
Congressional Legislative Alert, found at

UAWire,  is www.uaw.org

CAP tickets are for sale. Buy
one for $2 or a book of 6 for $10.
The profits from these sales are
given to CAP (Community Action
Program) to support political
candidates favorable to Labor. The
grand prize ticket is worth $10,000.
Anyone selling $50 worth of tickets,
wins a NMU sweatshirt. The
highest seller receives a dinner for 2
(worth $50) to the local restaurant
of their choice.

We will have books at the next 2
union meetings or you can get them
from Rita. We urge you to support
this worthy cause.

The APs are
in negotations
at this time.

Continued on page 2, col. 3

See the RED ALERT
Medicare Prescription

Drug Benefit on page 6.
Thanks, Pat Woods
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Membership Meeting
Dates

December 3 - Explorer Rooms
January 14 - Explorer Rooms
February 4 - Explorer Rooms
March 10 - Explorer Rooms
April 7 - Explorer Rooms
May luncheon 19 - Lake Rooms
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BIRTHDAYS

Have a wonderful
day!

2002-2005 Officers
President - Sue Tollefson
Vice President - Dan Leppanen
Secretary - Pat Frenn
Treasurer - Rita Leppanen
Sergeant at Arms - Phyllis
       Zaenglein
Guide - Karen Smith
Trustees - Maddie Anderson,
     Mary Bourdeau, Joann Jordon
Bargaining Team - Grace Albert,
Penny Hubble, Kimber Ollila,
     Pat Woods
President Search Committe
    Rep - Sue Henderson
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1 Patty Healey
2 Linda Greenberg
3 Tracy VanAbel
5 Joann Jordon
8 Janice Coombs
9 Susan Schroderus
16 Sandy Carlson
17 June Nelson
19 Ernie Young
24 Pat Sheldon
27 Penny Hubble
28 Muriel Kangas
29 Beth Canderson

FAMILY

Are you aware that if we died
tomorrow, the company that we are

working for could easily replace us in
a matter of days, but the family we left
behind will feel the loss for the rest of

their lives? Come to think of it, we
pour ourselves more into work than

into our own family, an unwise
investment indeed, don’t you think?

So what is behind the story? Do you
know what the word FAMILY means?

FAMILY = (F)ather (A)nd (M)other (I)
(L)ove (Y)ou

NEW WEB SITE TO HELP SHOPPERS
SUPPORT U.S. JOBS
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D:IHIaN4J�O7MHQ RBJ:C L Q IKSUT.V?WuD L�L D:YZNHG L J.IKI L p
b&]̂ NHJ:C L IoIKT�NHD:RBJPqHCED.F4GHD:IaJ L IKGHF4J.MHI L p
CEJ t CEJ L J:MoIKJ.F m S{IKNHJ�O8bz��p m GHQ n F̀ IaNHJ�MHJ._
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L T4YZQ T.n T4qHQ L I L p.D:MHF̀ T4IaNHJ:C L Q MHIKJ.CgJ L IKJ.F̀ Q M
IKCgD:YZ�BQ MHq�YZNHD:MHqHJ L Q M̀ IaNHJPF4T4]̂ J L IKQ Y
J.YZT4MoT4]�Ssv � NHQ L=t CET4qHCED.]�_PQ n n t CET4RBQ FHJ
J.�\Y~Q IaQ MHq4p.NoQ qHNH[ t CET4VKQ n J�_{T4Cg�UVeT4C&T4GHC
L IKGHFHJ.MHI L D.MHF̀ Q Io_{Q n n m J.MHJ.VeQ IoIaNHJPO8MHQ RsJ:Cg[
L Q IKSPD.MHF�IaNoJ�d1D m T4Cif(J.MHIaJ.C pHD L _PJ.n n\D L
IaNHJ�O�v w7vX_PTHCg�BJ.C L D.MHFrY~T4M L GH]̂ J.C L _PNoT
MHJ.J:F̀ qHT4T4F=|}T m L D:MHF̀ J.� t D:MHFHJ.F̀ J.YZT4[
MHT4]�Q Y=T t4t T4CEIaGHMHQ IKS�p � L D:Q F � T4] y GHCED:RBQ YZNHp
d�D m T4CzfiJ:MHIKJ.C � Q CEJ:YZIKT4Cev
   
� NoJrVeQ C L I t NoD L J̀ THVzIaNHJrMHJ._�_PJ m L Q IaJ

_PQ n n m JrD̀ IaCED.RBJ.n t n D.MHMoJ.C po_PNoJ.CEJ̀ RBD.YZD.[
IaQ T4M L D.MoF m G L Q MHJ LZL IaCgQ tHL YZD.M m J�D.Cg[
CED.M4qHJ:F4p.G L Q MHq�J:RBJ:CgS\IaNHQ MHq�VeCET4]�GHMHQ T4MH[
Q ��J.F̀ NHT4IKJ.n L IKT�GHMHQ T4MHQ �XJ:F̀ CgJ L IaD:GHCgD:MHI L p
IKNoJ:D:IaJ:C L p.D:MHF̀ IKCgD:M LXt T4CEIaD:IaQ T4M7v � NHJ�IKCgD:RBJ.n
t n D.MHMoJ.C&_PQ n n m J�T t J.CgD.IKQ T4MHD.n~Q MrJ.D:Cgn S

(continued on page 3, col. 1)

Gwinn DiscountGwinn DiscountGwinn DiscountGwinn DiscountGwinn Discount
CardsCardsCardsCardsCards

$5.00 each
Vendors  include Taco Bell, Subway,
Wendy’s, Main St. Pizza, Lawry’s
Pasty Shop,  A&W, Superior Fast
Lube, Jilbert’s Dairy Barn, Fazoli’s,
Rodney’s Pizzeria, The Donut Hole,

and Blimpie’s

Call Helen Bicigo @ 1128



For What It’ s Worth ....
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Thank you, Yvonne.

Members & Friends of NMU
Local 1950

      Thank you so much for your
kind thoughts for me and my
family as we deal with such an
unexpected loss. It was greatly
appreciated.
                          Sherri Suckow
                          - Music Dept.

�U�������+����� �&�
(from page 2)

  + Don’t reveal your password to
anyone.  At websites that require a
login, use something other than your
primary userid & password.

  + Put as little as possible in online
profiles, especially if you use AOL.
Make sure children in your care
understand this also.

  + Be very careful at public Internet
terminals, ATMs and phone booths.
Someone could be “shoulder surfing”
to learn your password, PIN code or
calling card number.

  + When you’re in a public place and
you have to enter private data, use the
“two finger” method.  Put both of
your index fingers on the keyboard or
keypad, and pretend to press a key
with one hand, while pressing the
desired key with the other.
    With practice, you can enter your
password or PIN number in a way
that makes it virtually impossible for
snoops to detect.

NO BRAINERS ...
but worth a reminder
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November 1 Winter 2004 registration begins

November 5 Union meeting - Explorer
 Rooms

November 8 Writing Proficiency Exam

November 10 Last day to obtain 25% tuition
refund for complete withdrawl
from NMU

November 12-15 PLAY - A Rembrandt’s Eyes

November 14 Master’s Papers due

November 26-30 Thanksgiving break
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IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!

 A 36 year old female had an accident several weeks
ago and totaled her car. A resident of Kilgore, Texas,
she was traveling between Gladewater & Kilgore. It
was raining, though not excessive, when her car
suddenly began to hydroplane and literally flew
through the air.

 She was not seriously injured but very stunned at the
sudden occurrence!

 When she explained to the highway patrolman what
had happened he told her something that every driver
should know - NEVER DRIVE IN THE RAIN
WITH YOUR CRUISE CONTROL ON. She had
thought she was being cautious by setting the cruise
control and maintaining a safe, consistent speed in the
rain.

But the highway patrolman told her that if the cruise
control is on and your car begins to hydroplane -
when your tires loose contact with the pavement -
your car will accelerate to a higher rate of speed and
you take off like an airplane. (9279) She told the
patrolman that was exactly what had occurred.

 We all know you have little or no control over a car
when it begins to hydroplane. You are at the mercy of
the Good Lord. The highway patrol estimated her car
was actually traveling through the air at 10 to 15 miles
per hour faster than the speed set on the cruise
control.

 The patrolman said this warning should be listed, on
the drivers seat sunvisor - NEVER USE THE
CRUISE CONTROL WHEN THE PAVEMENT IS
WET OR ICY - along with the airbag warning.

 We tell our teenagers to set the cruise control and
drive a safe speed but we don’t tell them to use the
cruise control only when the pavement  is dry. The
only person the accident victim found, who knew this
(besides the patrolman), was a man who had a similar
accident, totaled his car and sustained severe injuries.

Upcoming Events
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Each issue of the Flame contains the last 4 digits
of member’s social security number. This month
there are 5 hidden in the newsletter. If you see
your number, call Rita Leppanen, who will issue
a check to you for $5.00. Donald Duquette,
Kimberly Hegmegee, Robert Jensen, Gary
Jerry, Barb Munson, and Darlene Rantala were
the winners in the last issue.

September answers:
1) 41 and 14   2) $.10   3) 20    4) 3    5) $48
6) 12, 6 on each side  7)  The yolk of an egg is yellow
 8) I am leaving.

LIGHTHOUSE   TRIVIA

     “The Flame” is a member of the Local Union
Press Association and the Michigan Labor Press
AFL/CIO. “The Flame” is published monthly Sept-
April) by the Education Committee, UAW Local
1950, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, MI
49855.
    Submissions maybe made to the Education Com-
mittee Chair, Dan Leppanen or the Asst. Editor,
Phyllis Zaenglein.

An article in the September 2003 Lighthouse Collectors Edition  states that areas  near Marquette, along with
Dubreuilville and Fort William Historical Park in Ontario and Shell Lake, WI were damaged last summer, due to
flood waters. The following comes from this issue.

1. How many lighthouses are there on Lake
Superior? _____   Name 3 of them.

2. The area from Whitefish Bay to Grand Marais is
called ____________ because a tremendous
number  of  ships were lost there.

3. About ____ % of the ships lost on Lake Supe-
rior, were lost in this area.

4. The most well known ship lost at Whitefish
Point is the ___________________.

5. Whitefish Point and Copper Harbor lighthouses
were first illuminated in  ________.

6. When the Point Iroquois light was decommis-
sioned in 1962, what was sent to the Smithsonian
Institution the next year? _________________

7. One of the most spectacular, yet little known, of
Lake Superior lights is _____ _____. Perched on a
175 foot sandstone cliff, it is reputed to be the highest
lighthouse above sea level (777 ft.) on the Great
Lakes. It is also the scene of a real  life murder
mystery.

8. One of the worse disasters was in 1856 when 36
passengers and crew were lost at _____ along the
Pictured Rocks coast. Nine were rescued by the
keeper.

9. In April 2003, the ownership of the Munising
range  lights was transferred to the _____ _____
_____ _____.

10. Efforts began in 1999 to save the ____ Light,
which is one of the most picturesque on Lake Supe-
rior. It is located  on the south shore of Grand Island
.

If any of you would like to share
with the membership a travel
adventure, a special event in

your life, or any other happen-
ing, please send the info to me.

I took 30 inkjet cartridges to
church yesterday. Thanks.

I appreciate the articles and ideas
that have been forward... and the
mistakes you’ve found. Phyllis
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 From: George A Calder <georgeac@teacher.com
 Subject: FW: RED ALERT Medicare Prescription Drug
Benefit

 Dear Franklin HS Retirees,
 Sorry if you’ve already received this from MARSP, but many
of you  haven’t and I’m sure you would want to know about
this possible change in our health benefits/prescription
coverage. George Calder

 Michigan Association of Retired School Personnel (MARSP)

 You have read the newspapers and/or the AARP Bulletin,
watched television or listened to radio news.  You are aware
that in 2003 the United States Congress passed legislation
adding a prescription drug benefit to the Medicare program.
Each chamber of Congress passed a separate bill, so now the
issue is in a Conference Committee.  But you have MPSERS
insurance so you think it won’t affect you!  WRONG!

 The latest breaking news on this issue is that there is a
provision in the proposed legislation which would allow an
employer - public or private - to eliminate health care benefits,
specifically prescription drug benefits, for its retirees age 65
and over who are eligible for Medicare.  That would thereby
force those retirees to choose the prescription drug coverage
being proposed by either the Senate or the House.

 MARSP has not usually acted on Federal legislation.
However, we believe this piece is of such magnitude and will
have such an unfavorable impact upon our Michigan public
school retirees that we  believe we must flood our congres-
sional offices with letters opposing this provision  in the
legislation.  This will be a problem not only for the current
retirees on Medicare, but for all current and future
 retirees not yet on Medicare.

 A comparison between your Michigan public school retiree
drug benefit, and the proposed Medicare drug benefit can be
found at our website on 10/15/03 at www.marsp.org.  Take a
look; which would you  rather have?

 If agreement is reached, this is to be effective January 1,
2006,with major revisions to be effective January 1, 2010.
(information as of 10/10/03)

 So, what are we asking of you in this  CALL TO ACTION
request?  Following is a  SAMPLE  letter that you can use to
write to the conferees. (9614) Please write in longhand, e-mail
or type it as you prefer.  BUT PLEASE WRITE TODAY!

 Please call every school retiree and prospective retiree you
know who is not a member of MARSP to make them aware of
this situation.  Please let them know that  MARSP is the only
organization whose sole  purpose is to serve retired school
personnel,  and to protect the benefits they have as a
Michigan public school retiree.  Please encourage them to join

MARSP to help us in this VERY IMPORTANT effort.  We need a strong
membership in order to continue monitoring and opposing legislation
that affects our benefits. Membership information is on our website at
www.marsp.org

 There has never been a time since the founding of MARSP in 1951 when
MARSP has needed you or when you have needed MARSP more than
today!  Together we can make a difference.

 (If you would like to receive this information via e-mail, please send an e-mail
note to chris@marsp.org asking to be “Placed on the grassroots e-mail
distribution list.”  Only e-mail requests will be honored in order to be sure we
have the correct e-mail address.  Thank you for your support and dedication to
MARSP.)

  —————————————

 SAMPLE LETTER TO YOUR CONGRESSMEN

 Conferees are:
        House; U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515:
 Thomas, Tauzin, DeLay, Bilikrakis, Johnson, Dingell, Berry, Rangel;
        Senate; U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510:  Frist, Grassley,
 Nickles, Hatch, Kyl, Breaux, Baucus, Daschle, Rockefeller.

 —————————————

 October XX, 2003

 Honorable XXXXXXXXX
Address
 Washington D.C.

 Dear Senator (or) Representative:

 I am writing as a member of the Michigan Association of Retired School
Personnel (MARSP) to express my concern over proposed amendments
to the Medicare program.

 My specific concern is the lack of language that would forbid a
company, or public entity from dropping current prescription drug and
health benefits, and force retirees to choose the prescription coverage
being proposed by either the Senate or House versions of the legislation.

 It appears to me to be counter-productive to implement policy that would
put current benefits at risk and increase the number of retirees who would
need to be covered by the federal Medicare program.  The prescription
drug bill language should be about improving the health benefits for
older Americans, not eliminating them.

 I understand your desire to pass some type of prescription drug
program, and I applaud you for trying to offer benefits to those who are
currently without coverage.  I cannot, though, understand how we will be
better off allowing corporations and public employers who currently offer
their retirees quality prescription drug coverage, to walk away from their
responsibility to their retirees and force them to accept a federally funded
plan that is already financially strapped before it is even enacted.

 Thank you for you consideration of my point of view.  I hope you can
understand why I am so concerned.

 Sincerely,

 MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFIT
  RED ALERT
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